e A

o’

Decla;si_ﬁed and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010007-2

-

SECRET

‘ | QA Library

NEAR EAST/AFRICA BRANCH
INTFLLICERCE SUKUARY

For Week Ending
16 June 1943

O2S50 a0

Vol.III MNo. 23

Tlegumant lo. QJ -

HO C.i..3 im Class. [ i
P DICLASSIFIED
v finss. CoANGED TO: T8 S C

DDA Memo, 4 Apr 77
Auth: DDA REG. 77/1763

(0 | \ RET
(/ | , )

~Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010007-2



o .
-

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010007-2

Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010007-2

SSBERET
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Vol.ITI .23
INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY :

For Week Ending
16 Juns 1948

GREECE

Bulgariz and Oreece avow willingness to resume relations: The resump--
fion of Bulgarlan-Oreek diplomatic relations would protebly bring shent
little immediate improvement in the Balkan situation although it mipht
superficially ease the tensicn between Greece and Bulgaria, and even
‘between Oreece and the other northern neighbors., Moreover, the problem
is a knotty one despite the avowed willingness of the two governments %o
resume negotlations, Bulgarie, for instance, has spoken of the necessity
for a discussion of "conditicns and arrangements® before an exchange of
representatives c¢an take place, What these conditions are is not yoi
known, but Bulgaria might well demand that Greece publicly disavow ite
territorial claims or- impose other conditions so unacceptable that the
negotiatlions would fail at the outset. In such an event, not only
Bulgaria but also the other Satellites and the USSR would attempt to
align world opinion against the "monarcho-fascist" Greek Covernment for
its failure to cooperate in the interesta of world peece, [Lvaen if
preliminary negotiations snould succeed and representatives were exchanged,
Greece would probably get little satisfaction out of Sofie on such -
specific problems as the kidnapping of Greek children, Satellite aid to
darkos; the returm of looted property and materiel, war reparations, and
Bulgarian violations of the World War II peace treaty. However, the
Oreek Government apparently feels that the failure to obtain imuediste
adjustment of these problems will be outweighed by the possibility that
the resumption of relations with Bulgaria might oventually provide an
opening for constructive diplomatic ~ction on the part of Greece and its
western supporters,

TURKEY

Officisls deny sending arms to Arabs: Reports of Turkeyr's sending arms -
to the Arabs are almost as persistent as official Turkish denials of

the allegations, The government, although admitting that some "fowling
pieces and dlunderbusses” of ancient vintage may have been smupgled into
Syria, reiterates Turkey's policy of adhering to its UN obligations,
Turkish officiels glso point out that Turkish-Us relations would become
impossible if the Turks were to deliver arms 4o the Arabs while the
Turkish armed forces are being re-equipped and modernized Wy the US,

The Turks have made no secret of their synpathy for the Arzb cauae, E
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believing as they do that ‘the Palestine troublees Jeopardige Turkey’s
security, Howover, the Turkish Government would never participate in
or countenance the shipment of arms from Turkey to the Arabs in contra-
vention of a UN measure supported by .the US. The Turks would be neither
so decoitful nor so foolish. .

PALESTING

Unesasy truce prevails: Although the UN truce in Palestine has been
generally effective so far, extreme tension throughout the country and .
the determination of both Jews and Arabs ¢o0 gain surreptitiously all
poasible military advantages during the truce period may create incidents
leading to the resumption of fulle-scale hostilities, Perhaps the

greatest danger lies in the admitted inability of the Provisional
Government of Israel (PGI) to control the Jewish military extremists,

the Stern Gang and the Irgun Zvai Leumi. Although these groups nominally
form a part of the Israsli army, they retain their identity and contime
to advocate an extremist political program for the inclusion of all of
Palestine and Transjordan in the Jewish state. Their independence of
action is illustrated by a recent announcement by the Irgun leador that

a new political group iknown as the "Jewish Movement for Freedom! has

been formed which will carry on an underground struggle beyond the present
frontiers of Israel, This tendency of the extremists to take matters

into their own hands not only threatens the contimuation of the truce

but algo adds greatly, to the difficulty which the UN mediator faces in
attempting to reach a political settlement acceptable to the PGI and

the Aradb governments,

Fighting lines stabilived for truce period: The military situation in

Palestine as of 1L Juns, when the UN's cease~fire became effective, is

shown on the map (Appendix A). Jewish forces hold the coast from Jaffa

north to the Lebanese border and thus control all of Palestinets main

Seaports. They also control all of Eastern Galilee, except for two

Syrian footholds at Malikya and south of Lake Hule, 1In most of Western

Galilee the situation is confused, but the Jews hold a land bridge con-

necting the coast with Eastern alilee. The #rabs can point to signifie=

cant gains even though most of the fijgating took place in Arab territory, '
The 0ld City of Jerusalem is held by the Arabs, and the New City is .i
almost completely cut off from reinforcements. Abdullakis Arab legicn

still commands the Tel Aviv-Jerusalem supply route. Some twenty Jewish

cottlements in the Negev, though still in Jewish hands, are isolated by

Egyptian troops., Egyptian forces also hold the coast from Gaza to Isdud

eénd are maintaining a link between this sglient and the area which they

control between Beersheba and Jerusalem. Arab troope at 1ydda and

Ras el Ein (the source of Jerusalem's water supply) are only ten miles

or 30 from Tel Aviv, 1In the north, Arsb forces are in control of tho

SEerRET

’




|

| Declassified and Approved For Release 2013/07/22 : CIA-RDP78-01617A004700010007-2

\

JEeRET | 3,

izrortant Jenin-Neblus-Tulkarm trlangle and are also in a position to
taresten the Haifa-Tel Aviv communications wost of Tulkarm.

IrRAN

New premier olected: The election of Abdol Fosein Hajir as prime minister
of Yren presages no significant change in Irsnian policy, domestic or
foreipn., If he succeeds in forming & cabinet, he should be able to
provoto nore harmonious relations between the Shah and. the government:
hr is reportodly on good terms with the Shah and obviocusly has the
-sseoval ot the Qavam faction, without whose support he could scarcely
L~/ obtained a majority volte in the Bajlis. He has had = lon;: caresr
in overrment service, particularly in the fields of finance and economy,
and is regarded as honest and efficient, The Kremlin undoubtedly looks
with disfavor on Hajir's election inammuch as he is both friendly to the
West and strongly nationalistic.

INDIA=-PAKISTAN

India erabad nepotiations fail: A peaceful settlement of the India-
Eﬁimg?i dispute fn The near future scems unlikely, After ten months,
the accession negotiations have broken down, and both modsrates and
extremists in Hydersbad have become so incensed against India that, if

a plebiocite were held, accession would probably be voted down, Hyderabad
(vhose belliperent attitude may be vartly inspired by Pakistan) is
souggling arms from Pakistan and preparing for war, India has amounced
its intention of pursuing into Hyderabad any raiders who violate Indian
territory and of demanding full compensation for damage done to Indian
property. Moreover, the Ooverrment of India, which is continuing its
gasoline embargo against Hyderabad, will probably enforce additional
economic sanctions, Open and declared war is not expected; Hyderabad
hao no efficient fighting force, and India would hesitate to divert any
sizcable force from the critical Kashmir area. However, the danger ie&
that amed Razakars (Hyderabad extremists) will create a series of
incidents which will provoks Indian reprisals and thus result in the
practical existence of guerrilla warfare,

In Kashmir, there have been no significant developments during the
week although neither domimion has withdrawn its forces from the disputed
area. As the Security Council's Kashmir Commission assembles in Geneva,

the Govermment of India is giving wide publicity to the allegedly illegal
presence of Pakistani troops into Kashmir,
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(On eftective date of U. N. cease-fire order)
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